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[Primitiveunderived Indo-Europeanismsdiscoverableinthe
Dravidian Languages| in current parlance:: [proto-Indo European
featuresderived from Dravidian(]]

1. Theuseof n, asin Greek to prevent hiatus.

2. Theexistenceof gender inthe pronounsof thethird person,
and in verbs and in particular the existence of a neuter
gender.

3. Theuseof d or t asthe sign of the neuter singular of
demondtrative pronounsor pronounsof thethird person.

4. Theexistenceof aneuter plura, asinLatin, inshort a.

5. Theformation of theremote demonstrativefromabasein
a; the proximatefrom thebaseini.

6. Theformationof most preterites, asinPerdan by theaddition
ofd

7. Theformation of some preterites by thereduplication of a
portion of theroot.

8. Theformation of acons derable number of verbal nouns
by lengtheningthevowel of theverba root.
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(Studies in Proto-Indo Mediterranean Culture 1953)
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The southern part of the peninsulaistoday the homeland of
the Dravidian Language, and wemay well enquirewhat- spesking
inbroadest terms-islikely to have beentheir history. It hasbeen
claimed, though not on very solid grounds, that the earliest
speakers of theselanguages brought with them into Peninsular
Indiaboth Iron and the custom of making megalithic graves. In
the light of archaeologica evidencethisappearsto beextremely
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improbae. Wenow know that atleast for amillennium prior tothe
arrival of iron, therewere established settlementsin Karnataka,
and probably also in other parts of the peninsula, and these
settlements show evidence of aremarkable continuity of culture.
Many modern culturetraits appear to derivefromthem, and a
substantia part of the populationsshowsphysica affilationtothe
Neolithic people. IntheLight of al thisit isdifficult to believethat
the Dravidianlanguagesdo not owether originto thesamepeople
who produced theNeolithic culturethere. xxxx theseverd regiona
cultures.... had throughout adegree of interaction and probably
originally a common language family, Dravidian. xxxx the
settlementsof thethird - second millenniaappear to be ancestral
to those which weencounter therefrom thebeginningsof history
onwards (p.353)

- Bridget and Raymond Allchin (1988) The rise of
Civilisation in India and Pakistan

gR-2"¢é= lcRod¥4qd=o0; - ¢é=uKhK=NRMM=J =
é-" ! =jag~= ©!'Ca=-Ac83%58etc@®
«g-2K=« =2278Ga-=a~=7e&-"1J=jag~06-"!"¢I
G3 ! ¢aja-= §O0=2!€e ¢l ©! ¢=¥.=qtoz=)=7C
©! pawzl =G3! ¢éaaGCreg=mna2 ¥ p= °! @
T28 ¥~iloz| =0ORvd4d= ¥~1oz=jUu~82=j2zzCHK
OUKhKNRMMRBc=h ¢i=g§-=1 p!'!c¢ioz=n!.g=2a
TeG~! ¢e=-2" ©! C=-¥3J~21opé=G3! ¢ca= 0O
~¥g~2iuopé= E£rau~=¥c¥! ai a-= lajji= no!g
21 FeGrBo==2¢i é=| 8 IFd K
J=-0-¢g

Theearliest Indo - Aryantext, the compiled Rg Veda, shows
severa influencesof anon-Indo - Aryan, Dravidian element in
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theform of phonetic changes. introduction of loanwordsand names
etc. These presupposethe coexistence of theVedic and Dravidian
speaking peoplesin acultural contact situtation for a period,
perhapsof centuries, beforethecompilation of theRg Veda (circa
1500 - 1300 BC)
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(Regarding modern Indo - Aryan Languages) : [@nd this
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(i) ¢ 8¢ ~ a(fednd/absolutivelincompleteverb/ past
nonfinite verb/converb/indeclinableparticiple/ adverbial

participle/past participle(Jothimuthu), conjunctiveparticiple

(Grirson)g R =2 " =@ ] - G- a~=syca?2gk
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iv) TCRcydia= *4° mz=¥a¥¥a| §g2K
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vi) © ©-¢! = NVTQ=1n§ié8¥ X=¥!AF
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a r a dindia) isafairly stabletypological areawherethebrunt
of theburden of adaptationisborneby intrusiverather thanlocal

languages.l]
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ThePrimary Classicial Languageof theWorld¥ B o § o z
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It must have come by inspiration. A thousand, nay amillion
of children could notinvent alanguage. Whiletheorgansarepliable
thereisnot understanding enough to form alanguage; by thetime
thereisunderstanding enough the organs are become stiff.
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[ Thedrucumstancesunder which pre- language could have
becomelanguage are] sofar - reaching. so revolutionary and so
fruitful asto suggest that it wascreated only onceandinonlyin
one place. Once created. it would have spread to all hominids
irresistibly and speedily. It suggests, in other wordsthe unitary
origin of language, and theunitary origin of language suggestsin
turn,. that menareculturd aswell asgeneticandbiologicd brothers
Harry Hoijer (1969) [Theorigin of languagel]
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[Thethreefundamentd ideas, viz., remoteness, proximity,

and frontality (or forwardness) expressed by the three

demongtrative vowelshave generated amillion wordswhich go

to make up Tamil, and have also produced subsequently and

gened ogicaly aconfused multiplicity of dependant languages of

varying degreesof richnessand importance, through the process

of mutation and derivation.... Of the words contained in any
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language, the greatest majority owetheir origin to the idea of

frontwardness.[]
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Understanding Human Language

Address by professor Noam chonsky at the special convocation of
the University of Calcuttaheld on November 22, 2001 to award the degree
D.Litt - Honoris Causa.

| would like to express my gratitude at being welcomed into this
distinguished intellectual community, withits vibrant and rich tradition.
Itisparticularly gratifying to receivethis honour in India. My professional
field, asl am sure you know, wasin large part created in India, 2,500 years
ago. Thefirst [denerative grammarin something like the modern sense
isPaniniSgrammar of Sanskrit. Nothing was known about these similarities
at the origins of the modern versions 50 years ago. It was only after the
modern field had taken shape that earlier tradition, long forgotten, began
to be explored and reinterpreted in the light of recent insights. Many
treasures were discovered, among them Panini (S classic [though crucial
issues of interpretation remain obscure, and there are surely research
topics that could prove highly rewarding.

Meanwhile contemporary inquiries proceeded along their own
distinctive course. Characteristically, they view language in a biological
setting, adopting what is sometimes called a [Biolinguistic approachl]
From thispoint of view, the human faculty of languageisregarded basically
as an organ of the body, mostly the brain, more or less on a par with the
visual system or the system of motor organization.

The language faculty is a [Species propertylin adual sense. First,
it is close to uniform for the species; second, it is apparently unique to
humans in essentials.
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Thefirst of these propertiesis less surprising than it seemed afew
years ago. Recent studies indicate that there is remarkably little genetic
variation within the human species, so little that it is now commonly
assumed that contemporary humans are all descendants of a very small
breeding group, perhaps about 100,000 years ago, a conclusion that has
broad implications, With regard to language, apart from the margins,
variationinthe capacity to acquire arich and highly articulated knowledge
of language is so dlight asto be virtually undetectable, at least by present
means.

The uniqueness property is more surprising. There are no known
anal ogues to human language el sewhere in the animal world. The closest
analogies, and these are very weak, are remote: perhapsin some species
of insects. Human language does not even find a place in standard
taxonomies of anima communication systems; and in fact, there is no
strong reason to think of it as primarily a system of communication,
contrary to common belief.

Languageislike other biological systems, however, inthat itsbasic
character is genetically determined. Each person, of course, undergoes a
specific course of development, shaped by individual experience, but in
highly limited ways. The outcomes are largely a result of shared initial
endowment. The human languages, existing or possible, are pretty much
cast to the same mould. A rational Martian scientist, studying humans
the way we study other animals, could reasonably conclude that there
really is only one language, with only minor variations. The variations
are very important for our lives; the far deeper uniformities we simply
takefor granted, without awareness. Similarly, traditional and pedagogical
grammars and dictionaries are concerned with the unpredictable and
somewhat accidental variation, rightly for their special purposes. The
interests of the scientific study of language are virtually complementary:
the invariant principles of sound, meaning, and structure that are rooted
in our mental nature and that determine the fundamental nature of the languages
that each person comes to acquire under norma circumstances.

One basic problem, then, isto discover the invariant principles of
the language faculty and the limited options of variation, and then to
show that the possible human languages are determined by selecting
among the options: one choiceyields Tamil (more exactly, aspecific variety
of Tamil) another yields Swahili, etc. Putting it differently, the task isto
show that with a specific choice of options by adhering to the fixed
principles one can literaly deduce the infinite array of expressions of
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language; their sound, their meaning, the ways in which they can be
used to express thoughts, to request information, to tell stories, and
numerous others. The task isimmensely challenging and difficult. It will
doubtless occupy the efforts and energies of many generations of
researchers. Nevertheless, there has been quite encouraging progress.
In the past 20 years particularly, there has been a flood of discoveries
about languages of virtually every known typological variety. Like the
well Ostudied languages, these have been investigated in far greater
depth than ever before, revealing many entirely unexpected properties.
New questions have arisen that had never been envisioned before. In
many cases there have also been plausible answers, sometimes opening
new directions for inquiry.

One novel question that has come to the fore in recent years, and
that happensto be of particular interest to me, isthe question of [@ptimal
designl] To what extent is human language an optimal solution to
externally Cimposed conditions that language much satisfy to be usable
at all (for example, accessihility to sensori motor systems). Equivalently,
we may ask to what extent language satisfies the Galilean intuition that
[Mature is perfectCand it isthe task of the scientist to prove it, aguiding
intuition for the modern sciences.

There are some answers to such questions for very simple
organisms: for example, an explanation of the fact that the shellsto viruses
are polyhedral. Current work suggeststhat something similar may betrue
for human language, a biological system that has emerged in the last
moment of evolutionary time, in the most complex organism known, and
is surely at the core of our nature and life. Such conclusions, which by
now have considerable substance, raise many questions about biol ogical
evolution and development generally, and about the human species in
particular. These research efforts have also provided new and often
surprising solutions to long- standing problems,\ of language, its
acquisition and use, and its placein the biological world.

There should be very exciting years ahead in the study of language
and other higher mentd faculties. There is no better place to pursue these
questions than in the land that was the origind home of some of the major
strands of inquiry that are now being woven into amost intriguing fabric.
Speaking personally, | look forward with much eagerness and anticipation
to observing, and participating in, these very promising developments.

Front line, December 21, 2001.
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